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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 
U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The listing of references in the specification is not a proper 
information disclosure statement. 37 CFR 1 .98(b) requires a list of all 
patents, publications, or other information submitted for consideration by 
the Office, and MPEP § 609.04(a) states, "the list may not be incorporated 
into the specification but must be submitted in a separate paper." 
Therefore, unless the references have been cited by the examiner on form 
PTO-892, they have not been considered. 

Drawings 

3. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings 
must show every feature of the invention specified in the claims. 
Therefore, the "stick pins each have a cylindrical shaft which 
cylindrical shaft has an elastically resilient band with an external 
diameter slightly larger than the diameter of bores", "headrest divided 
into two mirror image similar partial supports along its line of 
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symmetry" and "the headrest or each partial rest is connected to a 
fastening block for holding it to a profiled rail" must be shown or the 
feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of 
the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an 
amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the 
replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must be 
renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the 
several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement 
sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining 
figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application 
must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by 
the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
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corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will 
not be held in abeyance. 

4. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a) because they fail 
to show figure 5 reference numbers corresponding structure as described 
in the specification. Any structural detail that is essential for a proper 
understanding of the disclosed invention should be shown in the drawing. 
MPEP § 608.02(d). Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 
1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of 
the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all 
of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an 
amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the 
replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must be 
renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the 
several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement 
sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining 
figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application 
must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
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Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by 
the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will 
not be held in abeyance. 

5. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 

CFR 1 .84(p)(4) because reference characters "34" and "16" have both 
been used to designate side sections. Corrected drawing sheets in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action 
to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement 
drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each 
drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be 
labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the 
examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will 
not be held in abeyance. 

6. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 
CFR 1.84(p)(4) because reference character "28" has been used to 
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designate both "belts" and "chin support". Corrected drawing sheets in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action 
to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement 
drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each 
drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be 
labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the 
examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will 
not be held in abeyance. 

7. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 
CFR 1.84(p)(4) because reference character "18" has been used to 
designate both "chin bone support in figure 1" and "hole in figure 4". 
Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required 
in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any 
amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one 
figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date 
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of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement 
Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 . 121 (d). If the changes are not 
accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any 
required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

8. The drawings are objected to because drawings are replete with 
error such as "region 24 is described as mouth part but it is straps in 
figure 1", "description of element 26 does not match", "element 30 is 
not shown", "element 34 is not shown in figure 3", "element 36 are 
not stick pins in figure 3 it is chin support", "bores are not shown in 
figure 3", "fastening block 42 not shown in fig 4", "profiled opening 
44 is not shown in figure 4", "screws 46 and 48 are not shown in 
figure 4", "description of figure does not match the figure elements", 
"figures 6-15 are not described in brief and detailed description" and 
"figure 4 shows element 16 as side section, how the pins are shown 
as side section". 

9. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of 
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the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an 
amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the 
replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must be 
renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the 
several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement 
sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining 
figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application 
must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are not accepted by 
the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will 
not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

1 0. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 
Specification is replete with errors such as: "description of figure 5 does not 
match up with the figure elements", "description of element 18 in figure is 
cheekbone support and in figure element 18 is shown as hole" and "on the 
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inner side of the belt is a pillow 30 through which the belt lies on to the 
head of the patient is not show in drawing". 
Appropriate correction is required. 

1 1 . The specification is replete with indefinite and functional or 
operational language. The structure which goes to make up the device 
must be clearly and positively specified. The structure must be organized 
and correlated in such a manner as to present a complete operative device. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

12. Specification is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as 
failing to comply with the written description requirement. The drawing 
figures 6-15 contains subject matter which was not described in the 
specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the 
relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had 
possession of the claimed invention. Drawing figures 6-15 appears to 
show/disclose subject matter that is new matter. The figures 6-15 was not 
described in general specification and drawing. Furthermore, since there is 
no brief description or detailed description of figures 6-15. It is not clear to 
the examiner to that what apparatus these figures 6-15 are depicting and 
therefore, it is new matter. 
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Applicant is required to cancel the new matter in the reply to this 
Office Action. 

Claim Objections 

13. Claims 5-7 are objected to because of the following informalities: The 
recitation in claims 5-7 of "the stickpins each have a cylindrical shaft which 
cylindrical shaft has an elastically resilient band with an external diameter 
slightly larger than the diameter of said bores", "the headrest is divided into 
two mirror image similar partial supports along its line of symmetry" and 
"the headrest or each partial rest is connected to a fastening block for 
holding it to a profiled rail" are not described in specification. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections -35 USC §112 

14. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

15. Claims 5-7 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains 
subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way 
as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the 
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inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the 
claimed invention. The recitation in claims 5-7 of "the stickpins each have 
a cylindrical shaft which cylindrical shaft has an elastically resilient band 
with an external diameter slightly larger than the diameter of said bores", 
"the headrest is divided into two mirror image similar partial supports along 
its line of symmetry" and "the headrest or each partial rest is connected to a 
fastening block for holding it to a profiled rail" are not described in 
specification and are not clear to the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

16. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in 
this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in.the United 
States. 

17. Claims 1,3,4,7, and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Mazzei (6,1 12,333). 

Mazzei disclose a headrest for a patient-bearing surface with rigid-support 
shell (12, column 5 lines 8-12) and a cushion (26,28) releasably 
connectable (column 6 lines 36-59) with the rest shell, characterized that 
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the rest shell has an approximately horseshoe-shaped (see fig 1) form with 
a central section (37) for supporting the rear or forehead of a head, which 
central section (37) has a support surface of approximately spherical shell 
shape, and with two side sections conform at least approximately to a 
common cylindrical surface whose axis runs parallel to a line of symmetry 
of the head support running between the side sections with there being a 
cheekbone (14) on each of the side sections which cheekbone support 
projects in the direction toward the other side section (see figure below). 
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FIGURE 3 
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With respect to claim 3, the rest shell is made of plastic (column 5 lines 8- 
14). 

With respect to claim 4, the support cushion on its side facing the rest shell 
carries at least two stick pins (16) designed for insertion into through going 
bores (18) in the rest shell. 

With respect to claim 7, the headrest or each partial rest (see fig 5) is 
connected to fastening block (51) for holding it to a profiled rail (53). 
With respect to claim 8, the headrest on the outer edge of each side 
section is formed an eye (hole, where the belt 24 is extends from the head 
rest 12) for the fastening of a belt (24) for fixing the head of a patient to the 
headrest. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

18. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the 
basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

19. Claims 5-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Mazzei (6,1 12,333) in view of Mazzei et al. (6,490,737). 
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Mazzei substantially discloses the invention, see rejection to claims 1,3-4 
and 7-8 above; however, Mazzei '333 does not disclose that the stick pins 
each have a cylindrical shaft with cylindrical shaft has an elastically resilient 
band with an external diameter slightly larger than the diameter of bores 
and headrest is divided into two mirror image similar partial supports along 
its line of symmetry. 

However, Mazzei et al. '737 teaches a device for protecting a patient's 
head wherein the device includes stick pins as part of a helmet, each pin 
having a cylindrical shaft with cylindrical shaft (61, see fig 7) and each has 
an elastically resilient band with an external diameter slightly larger than 
the diameter of bores (see fig 7) and device is divided into two mirror image 
similar partial supports along its line of symmetry (see fig 7, column 12 
lines 27-30). At the time of the invention was made, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in to use the teaching of the stick pins 
each have a cylindrical shaft with cylindrical shaft has an elastically resilient 
band with an external diameter slightly larger than the diameter of bores 
and headrest is divided into two mirror image similar partial supports along 
its line of symmetry to device of Mazzei '333, as taught by Mazzei et al. 
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'737 to have the flexibility in adjust height of headrest when user laying face 
down and accommodating the various face size user for the headrest. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Tarla R. Patel whose telephone 
number is 571-272-3143. The examiner can normally be reached on M-T 
6-3.30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Patricia Bianco can be reached on 571-272-4940. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 
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